
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 23
8:00 a.m.   Nurturing a Child’s Spirituality workshop, PH
1:30 p.m.   Carillon Ringers rehearsal, 226
3:30 p.m.   Revolutionary Kingdom book study, 203
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24
4:00 p.m.    Days for Girls, Parker Hall
6:00 p.m.    Great Decisions discussion group, 203
6:30 p.m.    UMW Abigail Circle, Iris Room
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25
5:45 p.m.    Executive Committee, 202
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26
10:00 a.m.  Simplifying the Soul Lenten study, Iris Room
5:15 p.m.    Midweek at Belmont dinner, Community Center
5:40 p.m.    Children’s Chimes, 226
6:00 p.m.    Yoga, Parker Hall
6:15 p.m.    Ash Wednesday worship, sanctuary
6:15 p.m.    Children’s choirs, Faith Finders hall
7:15 p.m.    Sanctuary Choir rehearsal, choir room
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27
8:00 a.m.    Women’s Centering Prayer Group, Heather’s office
1:00 p.m.    Celebration Ringers, 226
7:00 p.m.    Connection 2020 opening worship, sanctuary
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28
10:00 a.m.  Parent and Child Music, 213
5:00 p.m.    Room in the Inn, Community Center
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29
2:00 p.m.    Connection 2020 closing worship, sanctuary
SUNDAY, MARCH 1
11:45 a.m. Children’s Ministry Team, 202
1:30 p.m.   Carillon Ringers rehearsal, 226
3:30 p.m.   Revolutionary Kingdom book study, 203
3:30 p.m.   Wesley Ringers rehearsal, 226
4:30 p.m.   Open Door Singers rehearsal, choir room
5:30 p.m.   United Methodist Youth, Community Center

This week at Belmont UMC
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Upcoming worship 
services

8th Sunday after Epiphany
March 1, 2020
Paul Purdue preaching 8:15 a.m and 
10:30 a.m. worship services.
Sandy Sakarapanee preaching 10:30 
a.m. worship service in the chapel.
8:15 a.m. - Communion in the chapel
9:15 a.m. - Sunday school 
10:30 a.m. - Communion in the 
                    sanctuary
10:30 a.m. - Worship in the chapel 
 

Sunday school classes collecting the 
offering for March: Kairos and Gra-
ham Inquirers

February 26: Adults 
and youth: Citrus-
marinated chicken 

with rosemary beurre blanc, spinach 
salad, two-potato hash with mustard 
aioli, candied green beans, and 
dessert. Vegetarian option: Rosemary 
butter and squash gnocchi. Children: 
chicken tenders and potato wedges.

Joys and concerns

ALL are welcome here.
We believe every person is of sacred worth and     
created in God’s image. We commit to Jesus’                  
example of inclusive love, care, and intentional   
hospitality with persons of every race, ethnicity, 
age, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital sta-
tus, faith story, physical or mental 
ability, economic status, or politi-
cal perspective. We respect our di-
versity of opinion and expressions 
of faith. Therefore, as God loves 
us, so let us love and serve in the 
name of Christ.

Belmont United Methodist Church

NEWS for
February 23, 2020

Continued on page 4

The season of Lent begins Feb-
ruary 26. Our family-friendly 
Ash Wednesday service will 
begin at 6:15 p.m. in the sanc-
tuary with Kate Fields offering 
the reflection. Ash Wednesday 
begins our Lenten journey of 
40 weekdays until the eve of 
Easter. Sundays are not in-
cluded in the 40 days because 
Sundays are “little Easter” cel-
ebrations.
    A part of the Ash Wednesday 

Do you ever consider that 
God’s Spirit led Jesus into the 
wilderness for difficult spiritu-
al testing? Our Lenten sermon 
series “Pray Practice Persist” 
will explore themes of focus, 
suffering, adversaries, endur-
ance, proof-texting, and spiri-
tual preparedness. All of this 
in hopes that our prayers, prac-
tices, and persistence may pre-
pare us for whatever trials may 

come our way. Sunday, March 1, 

Ash Wednesday worship
Christian sympathy is extended to
    Celia and Hal Taylor, Neva 
Graves, Sarah, Dan and Lila Shana-
man, Debbie and Mike Graves, 
Ilene and Dan Graves, Lynn and 
David Jordan in the death of their 
son, grandson, brother, and neph-
ew, Brandon Taylor. 
    Martha and Richard Hooper, 
David Hooper and Laurel Staples, 
Emily and Seth Hooper-Lewis in 
the death of their brother and un-
cle, Bob Hooper.
    Betty and Charlie Warfield Jr., 
Elizabeth, Matt, Chloe, and Nolan 
Pettit, and Charlie Warfield III, 
Jessica, and Ivy, in the death of 
their father, grandfather, and great- 
grandfather, Charles Warfield, Sr.

Pray  Practice  Persist  sermon series
A Lenten exploration of Jesus in the 

wilderness (Matthew 4:1-11)

Simplifying the Soul  
Lenten study

This Lenten season simplify your 
soul with practices to renew your 
spirit. Heather Harriss will lead 
this six-week journey that begins 
February 26. Our guide will be 
Paula Huston’s book Simplifying 

Simplifying the Soul Lenten 
study  Continued from page 3

service is having a cross of ashes 
imposed on your forehead. The 
ashes remind us of our mortality 
and of our sin, and remind us of 
God’s forgiveness and love.
    Chapel Choir will join for the 
entire service; God’s Flock, Joy-
ful Noise Singers, and Music 
Makers choirs will join at 6:40 
p.m. for a gathering moment and 
to receive ashes.
    Make plans to join us on 
Wednesday, February 26.

Continued on page 4

Pray Practice Persist 
sermon series  
Continued from page 1

through Easter Sunday, April 12, join 
us at 8:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. for this 
special Lenten sermon series.

March 1 Communion offering will support 
UMCOR Sunday  Continued from page 2
for individuals and communities around the world who suffer 
the effects of disaster, conflict, or severe economic hardship. 
    Go to the UMCOR Sunday webpage (umcgiving.org/UM-
COR) to learn more or to give online.

the Soul. This group will meet on 
Wednesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Iris Room. Books can be ordered 
at Amazon.com. For more informa-
tion, contact Heather (heather@bel-
montumc.org).



Nearly every weekend, a five-bedroom house in the Nations 
neighborhood of Nashville hosts a community unlike most any 
you’ll encounter. It’s a community of families brought together 
by their desire to visit their incarcerated loved ones.
   This community is made possible through Family 
Reconciliation Center, a unique ministry founded on the 
idea of the power of family in reconciling those touched by 
incarceration. This year, Belmont’s Outreach Committee has 
designated the center as the recipient of the annual Lenten 
offering. The funds raised will be used to help defray the cost 
of providing free overnight lodging at the center.
    The need for this ministry-which includes a weekend 
community dinner--has never been greater, considering the 
high cost of hotels in Nashville. The center hosted 119 
individual visits in 2019 from nearly 50 families, most all 
visiting family at local prisons. We encourage Belmonters to 
prayerfully consider their prayers for justice, love, and help for 
our neighbors this Lent.

Lenten offering will support 
Family Reconciliation Center
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Job opening for
WDS director

The Weekday School (WDS), a min-
istry of Belmont UMC since 1947, is 
currently seeking a director capable 
of building upon the school’s well-
respected history and reputation as a 
nurturing, collaborative community 
that fosters personal growth and a love 
of learning among the staff, children 
and families. The WDS director is a 
part of the church leadership team and 
reports to the senior pastor. The WDS 
is licensed by the State of Tennessee 
Department of Human Services and is 
a three-star center. 
    The director is responsible for all 
aspects of the daily operation of the 
WDS, including curriculum develop-
ment, staff hiring and management, 
marketing and communication, re-
cruitment and enrollment, parent 
relations, budget development and 
oversight, purchasing of supplies and 
equipment, property maintenance and 
other duties that may be identified on 
an ongoing basis.
    For more information, go to bel-
montumc.org/job-openings. Resumes 
may be submitted to careers@bel-
montumc.org.

Dreams: A way to 
listen to God

Many thanks to generous Belmonters for an overwhelming Christ-
mas Miracle Offering - we exceeded our $25,000 goal! On Febru-
ary 6, Heather Harriss, Gayle Morin, and John Kennedy presented 
a check in the amount of $31,976 to Lindsey Krinks and Open Table 
staff, who expressed deep appreciation for this gift.

Homeplace Inc., a Belmont 
UMC sponsored ministry and 
residence for two adult females 
with intellectual development 
disabilities, has an opening for 
a house manager. This role is 
a 32-hour per week full-time 
position, managing, training, 
and supervising direct support 
staff serving these two won-

derful ladies. If you or someone 
you know might be interested 
in this important and rewarding 
position, please contact Marcie 
Smeck Bryant (msmeck.bry-
ant@gmail.com). A full descrip-
tion of required qualifications 
and primary responsibilities of 
the position can be found at bel-
montumc.org/homeplace.

Successful Christmas Miracle!

Homeplace seeking house manager 

Vocal Arts Nashville 
concert

Lent is traditionally a time to deep-
en our existing spiritual practices 
or to add a new spiritual practice. 
Beginning March 10, join Heather 
Harriss, Pastor of Congregational 
Care, for Dreams: A way to listen 
to God. We will look at Bible sto-
ries and explore how God com-
municates through dreams. We’ll 
consider our own dreams and what 
the Holy Spirit may be bringing to 
our attention. Join us on Tuesdays 
at 4:00 p.m. in room 122 on March 
10, 17, 24, and 31. For more infor-
mation, contact Heather (heather@
belmontumc.org).

Belmont Days for Girls team
gathering tomorrow to rip and cut

Days for Girls is an international organization that provides 
sustainable feminine hygiene products for women and girls 
around the world. Our Belmont UMC team provided kits in 
the fall for refugee camps and we are now pushing for our 
goal of 100 kits to accompany one of our members to Kenya, 
her homeland, this summer. Come and join us as we rip and 
cut fabric to be sewn into kits. You’ll learn about an orga-
nization that is making a real difference in the lives of oth-
ers. No skills necessary! Join us tomorrow Monday, February 
24, from 4:30-8:00 p.m. Bring sewing scissors and your own 
drink. For more information, contact Lori Pearce (thepearc-
es@comcast.net).
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March 1 Communion offering will
support UMCOR Sunday

Offerings left at the Communion rail next Sunday, March 1, 
will support UMCOR Sunday, formerly known as One Great 
Hour of Sharing. This offering makes the love of Christ real 

Continued on page 4

Celebration of Wesley 
brothers feast day

The Christian Unity and Interreli-
gious Relations team, along with part-
ners from The Episcopal Diocese of 
Tennessee, will host a worship service 
celebrating the feast day of John and 
Charles Wesley at Christ Cathedral on 
Tuesday, March 3, at 6:30pm. Bishop 
McAlilly and Bishop Bauerschmidt 
will be in attendance, along with the 
cabinet. Go to belmontumc.org/feast-
day to learn more.

Save the date! On Sunday, March 
29, a special concert will be present-
ed at Belmont UMC by Vocal Arts 
Nashville. The concert will take 
place at 2:30 p.m. in the sanctuary. 
This professional chamber choir 
is dedicated to enriching the com-
munity through the performance of 
the finest choral music in Middle 
Tennessee. The choir is directed by 
Matthew Phelps, who is also the Di-
rector of Music Ministries of West 
End United Methodist Church. For 
more information about Vocal Arts 
Nashville, go to vocalartsnashville.
org.

Save the date!
This year’s All-Church Retreat at 
Beersheba Springs Assembly will 
take place Friday, October 9 - Sun-
day, October 11. We hope to see 
you there! 

Notary service available
Did you know that Belmont UMC has a notary public on staff? An-
gie Slade is a notary, and services are offered to members at no cost. 
If you need a document notarized, please contact Angie (aslade@
belmontumc.org or 615-383-0832, ext 23) to set up a time.


