
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17
1:30 p.m.   Carillon Ringers rehearsal, 226
2:30 p.m.   Ekambaram/McGuire concert, sanctuary
3:30 p.m.   Wesley Ringers rehearsal, 226
4:30 p.m.   Open Door Singers rehearsal, choir room
5:30 p.m.   United Methodist Youth, Community Center

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18
6:00 p.m.   Finance Committee, 202
6:00 p.m.   Youth girls basketball practice, Community Center

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19
5:00 p.m.   Homeplace Board, 201

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20
4:00 p.m.   Wondrous Mystery Advent study, 122
5:15 p.m.   Midweek at Belmont dinner, Community Center
5:40 p.m.   Children’s Chimes, 226
6:00 p.m.   Advent series: Belmont Peacemakers, 124
6:00 p.m.   Advocacy Ministry Team, 201
6:00 p.m.   Yoga, Parker Hall
6:00 p.m.   Youth discussion group, 3rd floor
6:15 p.m.   Children’s choirs, Faith Finders hall
7:15 p.m.   Sanctuary Choir rehearsal, choir room

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21
8:00 a.m.   Women’s Centering Prayer Group, Heather’s office
1:00 p.m.   Celebration Ringers, 226
5:30 p.m.   Youth boys basketball practice, Community Center

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22
10:00 a.m.  Parent and Child Music Group, 213
5:00 p.m.    Room in the Inn, Community Center

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24
9:15 a.m.   Church-wide death penalty class, CC
11:30 a.m. Encore Ministries lunch, Parker Hall
11:30 a.m. Children’s Ministry Team, 202
11:30 a.m. Appalachia Service Project information, 124
1:30 p.m.   Carillon Ringers rehearsal, 226
3:30 p.m.   Wesley Ringers rehearsal, 226
4:30 p.m.   Open Door Singers rehearsal, choir room
5:30 p.m.   United Methodist Youth, Community Center

This week at Belmont UMC

4

Upcoming worship 
services

Christ the King Sunday
November 24, 2019
Paul Purdue preaching 8:15 a.m and 
10:30 a.m. worship services.
Sandy Sakarapanee preaching 10:30 
a.m. worship service in the chapel.
8:15 a.m. - Communion in the chapel
9:15 a.m. - Sunday school 
10:30 a.m. - Worship in the sanctuary
10:30 a.m. - Worship in the chapel 
 

Sunday school classes collecting the 
offering for November: Simplicity, 
Covenant, Seekers

Out of the hospital
Hartford Hooper

Christian sympathy is extended to
Nancy and Elmer Young in the 
death of Elmer’s brother, Douglas 
Young.

Joys and concerns

ALL are welcome here.
We believe every person is of sacred worth and     
created in God’s image. We commit to Jesus’                  
example of inclusive love, care, and intentional   
hospitality with persons of every race, ethnicity, 
age, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital sta-
tus, faith story, physical or mental 
ability, economic status, or politi-
cal perspective. We respect our di-
versity of opinion and expressions 
of faith. Therefore, as God loves 
us, so let us love and serve in the 
name of Christ.

Belmont United Methodist Church

NEWS for
November 17, 2019

Why I support Belmont UMC with my 
gifts and service

Continued on page 4

Belmont UMC’s Properties Com-
mittee has been busy evaluating and 
accessing the safety of our campus. 
One of the projects to improve safe-
ty is to update the fire doors leading 
from the foyer to Thomasson Hall 
and the sanctuary. This project is 
set to begin tomorrow, Monday, 
November 18, and is expected to 
last 2-3 weeks. Contractors will be-
gin with the fire door leading into 
the sanctuary. During construction, 
access to the sanctuary elevator is 
best reached by the entrance on 
21st Avenue. Once this new safety 
feature is installed, work will be-
gin on the fire door that leads to 

Continued on page 3

Menu for November 20:  Adults, 
youth, and children: Thanksgiving 
meal.

Church-wide Sunday school class will 
address death penalty

I am excited to be part of a 
church that is making a differ-
ence in our world!  Right now, 
Belmont UMC is asking each 
of us to support our 2020 Min-
istry Fund. If each of us who 
find a spiritual home at Bel-
mont opens our hearts, lends 
our hands, offers our voices, 
and turns in our estimate of 
giving card, the results will be 
visible and amazing. 

   When I think of Belmont 
UMC’s impact in my life, I have 
to think back to when James and 

Church-wide Sunday 
school class will address 
death penalty
Continued from page 1

Upcoming 
construction work

Recent executions in Tennes-
see led Pastor Paul to ask about 
Belmont UMC’s involvement. 
This congregation has a history 
of commitment to the United 
Methodist Social Principle 
that humans should not be re-
sponsible for ending another 
person’s life. Belmont was the 
location for services for Robert 

Glenn Coe in 2000, the first exe-
cution in Tennessee in 35 years. 
In 2010, a church-wide Sunday 
School class heard Gaile Ow-
en’s son tell of her murder of his 
father and his road to reconcilia-
tion with her.
     On Sunday, November 24, 
eleven days before the execu-

tion of Leroy Hall, the Advocacy 
Ministry Team will sponsor another 
church-wide class at 9:15 a.m. in 
the Community Center. Our main 
speaker will be Dr. Linda Manning, 
a psychologist and Buddhist practi-
tioner who has been the spiritual ad-
visor for death row inmate Abu-Ali 
Abdur’Rahman. Copies of the UMC 
position on the death penalty will be 
available and Belmonter John Ken-
nedy will talk about being a volun-
teer visitor. All are invited.  

Upcoming construction 
work 
Continued from page 1

by Jennifer Bagwell

Continued on page 4

Thomasson Hall. We appreciate your 
patience and understanding as we 
continue to maintain the beauty and 
safety of our worship facility. 



Belmont Peacemakers 
Midweek at Belmont Advent series
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Ekambaram/McGuire 
in concert today
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This afternoon at 2:30 p.m., San-
geetha Ekambaram (classical sopra-
no and member of Belmont UMC’s 
Sanctuary Choir) and pianist Jenni-
fer McGuire are thrilled to present a 
beautiful and varied concert in Bel-
mont UMC’s sanctuary. They will 
be joined by special guests, Cory 
Colton (tenor) and Kirsten Cassel 
(cello). All are welcome!

Why I support Belmont UMC with my gifts and 
service  Continued from page 1

The Wondrous Mystery 
Advent study

This Advent season, open yourself to the mystery of Christ’s 
love. Join a discussion group to read together The Wondrous 
Mystery: An Upper Room Advent Reader. There are several 
discussion group meeting time options: one group will meet 
on Wednesdays November 20, and December 4, 11, and 18 at 
4:00 p.m. in room 122. Another group will be offered Thurs-
day mornings November 21, and December 5, 12, and 19 at 
10:00 a.m. in the Iris Room. Yet another group will meet on 
Sunday mornings December 1, 8, 15, and 22 at 9:15 a.m. in 
room 206. Books are $15. To purchase a book or for more 
information, contact Heather Harriss (heather@belmontumc.
org).

I first arrived at Belmont as recently married young adults. We got 
swept up in choir right away, and then found our way into what 
was (at the time) the young adult Sunday School class. Bill and 
Jane Gray faithfully arrived each Sunday to lead us in discussion 
and nurture our community as it grew. We shared meals, celebrated 
holidays, promotions, new babies and the changes that happen in 
the busy lives of young people as they get their start in life. Even 
25 years later, as recently as last month, we visited with some of 
those friends and were talking about the impact of this group and 
this church.
    There have been so many times in my history with Belmont 
that I have found myself inspired by someone who went before 
me and showed me what could be done, and that possibly even “I” 
might be the one who could do it. From people who taught Sunday 
School for years, to leading a children’s choir, participating in a 
service project or even the work and paper work of being on a 
committee, I have seen all these things first hand and been inspired 
to follow in someone’s footsteps and make sure it continues for the 
next generation.
    Today, James and I along with Connie Purdue have the privilege 
to shepherd the new young adult class on Sundays as they seek the 
same things that we were seeking all those years ago - connection, 
community, a sense of belonging and a place to grow in faith. We 
find ourselves thinking critically about helping them along as we 
were helped. We meet with about 30 young people most Sundays 
between the morning and evening gathering times. Our giving en-
sures that they will be the next generation to stand up here, to help 
lead and shape Belmont as we grow into our future - and we are 
blessed to work with them.
    I hope you will complete the estimate of giving card you re-
ceived in the mail, complete a card from your pew, or pledge on-
line by signing in at onrealm.org, clicking on the “Giving” link, 
and then clicking the “+Pledge” button.. We have set an ambitious 
goal of 365 pledges for the 2020 campaign. This is a critical year 
for Belmont UMC and we need each of you who call Belmont 
home to lend your voice to our campaign! We want to encour-
age our youth to pledge in addition to your family’s pledge. Every 
pledge, whether large or small, matters. As a sign of your commit-
ment, we encourage you to stop by the foyer after making your 
pledge and add your name to the colored papers and post them to 
the pledge board. Thank you for being a part of making a differ-
ence in our world!

Beginning this Wednesday, November 20, join us at 6:00 p.m. 
in room 124 for a three-week journey through Advent’s main-
stay themes of love, hope, peace, and joy. Along with other 
Belmont peacemakers, we’ll look at what these themes look 
like on the ground and, in Advent where we wait for the One 
who is coming but not here yet, examine what simultaneous 
working for love, hope, peace, and joy look like while also 
waiting for these things. On November 20,  Katherine Dix 
and Jerome Del Pino will discuss hope and peace. On De-
cember 4, Henrietta Hagler and Carol Brown will talk about 
joy, and on December 11, Jim and Starr Strickland will cover 
love. If you’ve never been to a Midweek program, this is a 
fabulous time to join us!

UMW holiday 
bake sale

Don’t forget that after the holiday 
sale of coffee, pecans, and jew-
elry, the United Methodist Women 
(UMW) will have a BIG bake sale in 
the Iris room on Sunday, November 
24, from 8:15am-12:00pm.
    Stop by and pick up some goodies 
for entertaining over Thanksgiving 
or for gifting your hosts. Many items 
can be frozen till Christmas. Cash or 
checks only, please.
    All proceeds will go to serve 
women and children in need locally 
and around the world. 

You are invited to the Encore 
Ministries Thanksgiving lunch

Encore Ministries, Belmont UMC’s older adult ministry, in-
vites you to our Thanksgiving lunch on Sunday, November 
24, in Parker Hall. Make your reservation now to enjoy a deli-
cious lunch, great fellowship, and marvelous entertainment! 
You won’t want to miss the lovely sounds of Rachel and 
Mark Hagewood or the wonderful food from Barley to Rise. 
The cost for lunch is $10. Reservations are required and may 
be made by calling 615-383-0832 no later than Wednesday, 
November 20. We hope you will join us!

Order a wreath or 
poinsettia in honor or 

memory of a 
loved one

Order a lovely Frazier Fir wreath 
(there are only a few left!) or poin-
settia today or next Sunday, No-
vember 24, in the Iris Room as 
a thoughtful way to honor or re-
member loved ones. Wreaths ($20 
each) are used to adorn Belmont 
UMC’s doors during Advent. The 
deadline to order wreaths is Mon-
day, November 25. Poinsettias ($10 
each) will be used as altar flowers 
on Sunday, December 8, and then 
delivered to homebound members. 
The deadline to order poinsettias 
will be Sunday, December 1. You 
may also call 615-383-0832 to 
place your order.

Save the date!
Next year’s All-Church Retreat 
will take place October 9-11, 2020.

Christmas stockings 
for Grundy County

Stop by the Iris Room today and 
pick up a stocking to be filled for 
young Grundy County children in 
the Beersheba Springs community.     
The deadline for returning the filled 
stockings is Sunday, December 1. 

Members needed for 
Children’s Ministry 

Team
Belmont UMC’s Children’s Minis-
try Team is looking for new mem-
bers to join us in our work of shap-
ing the church’s ministry to children 
and their families. Our team typi-
cally meets after church one Sunday 
a month with childcare and lunch 
provided (reservations are required 
for both). We welcome the input of 
anyone in our church family who 
wants to become involved in help-
ing us nurture the spiritual lives of 
our youngsters and those who care 
for them. For more information, 
please contact Kate Fields (kate@
belmontumc.org) or Kim Sheehan 
(kim.c.sheehan@gmail.com).


